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WHEN WE FACE A WORK BY JEFF KOONS we have two alternatives:  
to relate its motives to the history of art or to be seduced by its contemporary 
presence. Antiquity synthesizes both positions. The series that began  
in 2018 mixes images from different eras: prehistoric and Greco-Roman 
deities, 19th-century figures or women of the 20th century (Gretchen Mol 
dressed as the icon of the 50 Betty Page in Antiquity 3) achieving  
a syncretism that recalls at the same time Dalí’s surrealism and the  
American advertising silhouettes of the 60s. As Koons mentioned:  
“I’ve always loved Surrealism and Dada and Pop, so I just follow  
my interests and focus on them.”

On the surface, a series of casual strokes recall Dalí’s originality  
and eroticism, as well as the innocence of a child who discovers a painting, 
observes it carefully and prepares to tear it apart. Or to remake it to 
appropriate it. In a 2011 interview by Pharrell Williams for Harper’s Bazaar 
Koons underlines the following: “I start with a sense of contemporary time 
and make references to different artists such as Lichtenstein or Dalí through 
to Manet, Renaissance artists, or the greatest artists of antiquity,  
like Praxiteles and Apelles. The aspect is the acceptance of how we exist,  
how nature procreates, and how we are able to sustain life.”
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Antiquity 3
Oil on canvas

259.1 × 350.5 cm
2019



Antiquity (Manet)
Oil on canvas

274.3 × 213.4 cm
2010 — 2014

Antiquity 1
Oil on canvas

274.3 × 213.4 cm
2009 — 2012



Antiquity (Uli)
Archival pigment print on Innova rag paper, foil

97.8 × 127 cm 
2019



Antiquity (Ariadne Titian Bacchus Popcorn)
Oil on canvas

259.08 x 350.52 cm
2019
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