


His interests go from smallness of the entomological world to the greatness of the cosmos. 

In his work are frequently seen insects, celestial bodies and portraits; being these the midpoint 
and spectator of the vastness of the other worlds. 

Recently, he has been focused in portraits; “I like to call this series of pieces, “Personal 
Universe”. The production of these pieces is rather automatic and visceral”. 
  
The main idea of this series is that the image of each and every one of the people that we see 
throughout our lives are stored in some place of the subconscious. Based on this idea, he makes the 
Portrait of these individuals, that in one way or another have become part of his life, henee affecting 
what he is in that exact moment.
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Ixrael Montes was born in a small community of the Costa Chica, in Oaxaca, Mexico, in 1971. He spent his childhood enjoying 
the peculiar vegetation of his hometown and grew among cows, herons, iguanas and dogs. In 1991, when he was 19, he moved to 
Oaxaca City to study visual arts at Escuela de Bellas Artes de la UABJO, where he met a teacher that would become a great influence in 
his art and life, master Takeda. He has devoted 20 years to painting. His work references everyday scenes that generally go 
unnoticed by most, and has hints of irony that play with the leading roles of the characters and elements he uses in his 
fabrics. Montes constantly resorts to images of animals and landscapes reminiscent of his childhood. 
The collections of Ixrael Montes can be found in the University Museum of Contemporary Art (MUAC), Mexico City; The Institute of 
Graphic Arts of Oaxaca (IAGO), Oaxaca, Oax; The Universidad Autónoma Benito Juárez (UABJO), Oaxaca; Brownsville Museum of 
Fine Art, Texas, USA. And the University Museum Casa de los Muñecos, Puebla Pue.
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Born and based in Mexico city. Studied a bachelor’s degree in 
Communication Sciences from the National Autonomous 
University of Mexico (UNAM) and photography at Active School 
of Photography (EAF). Has obtained some awards, the last ones: 
Winner in the contest Selfexpression from Saatchi Gallery 
London (2017) and Winner of the Self-portrait category in 
Mobile Photography Awards 2017. 

Obsessive observer. I found in photography the language to 
express my introverted personality, as a way to fragment 
and externalize my mental universe. I use colors and spaces 
as emotional analogies gestated from my life experiences. I 
try to explore the human and its comlplexity starting from 
self-referential narratives. 

AWARDS 

• Winner of the Self-portrait category in Mobile Photography 
Awards 2017 

• Winner in the contest Selfexpression from Saatchi Gallery 
London 

• Special mention in the “Women photographers of 
latinamerica” contest, 2017
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Size: 15x22 cms 
$160.00 MXN






